CHAP. VL OBJECTIONS ALLEGED AGAINST HIS CONDUCT.    105

therefore, which may serve to vindicate his proceedings ,and
policy will not be publicly known before the year 1910.
Meanwhile, some passages in Ms career offer salient points
for discussion, irrespective of whatever information may here-
after be gathered, while others may be commemorated whenever
the information regarding them shall be complete.

The allegations respecting Dalhousie in his governing capa-
city were, first, that by annexing several Native States he
disturbed the minds of the Native Princes and the upper
classes in the British territories; secondly, that during Ms time
there had been in the Native army of Bengal some mutinous
manifestations which ought to have put him on his guard, but
to which sufficient heed was not paid when the proportion
between the European and Native forces was adjusted ; thirdly,
that, having enlarged the British dominions by conquests in
war, also by annexation of Native States, he omitted to secure
the presence of an adequate European force, and, owing to
that omission, rendered it possible for the sepoys to revolt
successfully in 1857.

There was also another allegation to the effect that he per-
mitted certain laws and projects of laws to be brought forward
which, however well meant, threatened some of the religious or
social usages of the Natives. This was adduced after the out-
break of the mutinies, as a subsidiary reason to account for
jevents which seemed almost unaccountably strange. It never
had any real foundation, and, after the lapse of time, is hardly
worth discussing.

Beferring to the first allegation, namely, the annexation of
Native States, I was not present at any of the discussions
which led to these measures. But it so happened that in after
years I had to govern or administer several of the States thus
brought under British management, namely, Nagpur, Berar,.
Sattara, Sambalpur, to assist in the executive government of
the Panjab, and to be for a time officially connected with British
Burma. Thus I necessarily became conversant with the views
of those who were on the spot and had been intimately concerned
in these affairs, both European and Native. I also heard the